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E rnest F. Combs, age 73 of Metamora, died Wednesday, December 27, 2017 at

Jewish Hospital in Cincinnati.  Born August 1, 1944 in Cincinnati, he is the son
of Edith (Nee: Garrett) and Dewey Combs.  His mother died when he was very young

and was raised by his stepmother Eula Taylor.  He married Sandra Hericks February

10, 1973 in Newport, Kentucky.  Ernie served in the Air Force during the Vietnam War
and after the service worked 35 years as a chemical processor for the Cognis

Corporation (formerly Emery Industries) before retiring in 2003.    
 

Ernie had many interests.  He had a love for the outdoors and was an avid fisherman.

Sandy joked that when they were dating, he always had a pole in the car and many a
date would end up at a one of his favorite fishing spots.  He enjoyed photography

and spending time outside capturing nature stills as well.  Ernie was one of those
people that never met a stranger and was happy to give you his opinion on any

subject.  Those who knew him well would affectionately say, “Look out, here comes

trouble.”  He was very proud of his military service and even prouder of his
grandkids.  He treasured spending time with them.  According to his family, Ernie

was a good cook and after retiring, he liked watching cooking shows on T.V. and then
making those dishes for his family.  Apparently though, he had a reputation for being

a slow driver.  Once a family member asked after hearing he’d run into a deer, “Did
he hit it hard enough to tip it over?”

 

Ernie is survived by his wife Sandy; daughter and son-in-law Kim and Frank Lecher
of Batesville; sister Loretta Metz of Cincinnati; grandchildren Russell, Nolan,

Winston, Sophia and Hazel Lecher as well as three nieces and one nephew.  He is
preceded in death by his parents and stepmother.
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Visitation is Tuesday, January 2nd, from 4 – 6 p.m. at the funeral home.  Funeral

services follow at 6:30 p.m. with the Rev. Mike Holman officiating.  Afterwards
military honors will be conducted by the Batesville V.F.W. Post #3183 and the Prell-

Bland American Legion Post #271 in front of the funeral home.  It was Ernie’s wishes
that following services he be cremated.
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LO Les Burdett Of Colerain Township Ohio posted:

Very sorry to hear about Ernie as we worked together for many years at Emery.

January 1 at 8:00 PM

MC Mike Hodges Of Cincinnati posted:

I worked with Ernie for decades at Emery. I was the dumb maintenance guy that Ernie would always

help. Nothing but the fondest of memories of a good man.

December 30 at 8:00 PM

BM Bob And Donna Brinck Of Maineville Oh posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. Ernie loved talking about his family. He had a kindness in him that was a

Godly gift. God Bless 😇😇😇

December 30 at 8:00 PM

CL Connie And Stuart Cohen Of Louisville, Ky posted:

Aunt Sandy, Kim and Frank, Russell, Nolan, Winston, Sophia and Hazel... our deepest condolences...

hugs and prayers as you encounter this loss... though we witnessed, it is still impossible to believe....

we will forever treasure Uncle Ernie for MANY things including sticking his tongue out at us, (or

Curly, really) on FaceTime just Christmas Day! With regards to fishing, I can remember Aunt Sandy

and Uncle Ernie taking Celeste and I fishing with little elementary bamboo fishing poles... and when

still living “at home” with Grandma and Grandpa, Celeste and I were often featured in the pics of his

catches! Peace and Love to you All!

December 29 at 8:00 PM

CM Connie M. posted:

My sincere condolences to the family. Today your heart is heavy because of the loss of your loved

one. May the comfort of our Creator help ease the pain of your loss. 2Corinthians 1:3,4.

December 29 at 8:00 PM
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DC Debbie Bill Of Cincinnati, Oh posted:

A wonderful cousin who loved to talk & always kept me laughing. I'm thankful to have kept in touch in

the last several years.

December 28 at 8:00 PM

JM Johnny & Rita Gray & Family Of Mckee Ky posted:

So sorry for your loss. You all were always good neighbors to us when we lived in Indiana. Mr. Ernie

was a wonderful man and will be missed very much by all . May God comfort you all now and in all

the days ahead . We love you all! God Bless!

December 28 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ernest by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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